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According to Colombian media and police sources, the Medellin cartel is at war with the secondlargest drug ring in South America, known as the Cali cartel, for control over the profitable New
York City cocaine market. On July 11, the bodies of five former members of the Colombian army
were found on a roadside outside Cali. Attached to the shirts of most of the corpses were messages
proclaiming that the Medellin cartel was responsible, and that the dead men were linked to the Cali
group. In a telephone interview on July 12 with the Colombian radio broadcasting group, RCN, Gen.
Jaime Ruiz Barrera, commander of the 4th Army Brigade, said that the the military has adopted new
"measures" to prevent the deaths of "innocents" in the drug cartel battle. He said documents and
videos discovered by police in the luxurious homes of certain Medellin cartel members indicated
that a war between the two "drug mafias" had, in fact, broken out over the New York market. The
material captured by police, said the general, outlined plans for the annihilation of members of the
Cali cartel. The five former soldiers, said Ruiz, had apparently been abducted by gunmen hired by
the Medellin cartel two weeks ago. All had been forced to resign from the army, he said, for various
reasons between 1983 June last year. The five, he added, had become involved with the Cali-based
drug trade. According to Gen. Ruiz, the drug cartels seek out both former and active duty officers,
since their military training is useful for the drug mafia's own "police operations." Moreover, he
added, members of the military and police have some knowledge of the judiciary and judges, and
other public officials which the drug barons employ for purposes of blackmail, extortion and threats
to ensure that their own stay out of jail, and effectively work with impunity in several regions of the
country. Ruiz said he presumed that the recent deaths of two sports club leaders, Octavio Piedraia
and Mario Galeap, could also be explained by their links to one or the other drug cartel. The general
said that the battle is being directed by both cartels' top leaders, Pablo Escobar (Medellin) and
Gilberto Rodriguez (Cali). (Basic data from AP, AFP, 07/12/88)
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